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Notice the response of God to these lying prophets,
14:15–16 …

FINDING THE TRUTH IN A
POST-TRUTH WORLD
by Kenley Hall

Jeremiah 14 begins with a dire message for those
living in Jerusalem during the reign of King Jehoiakim
(609–598 BC):
This is the word of the Lord that came to Jeremiah concerning the drought: “Judah mourns, her cities languish;
they wail for the land, and a cry goes up from Jerusalem.
The nobles send their servants for water; they go to the
cisterns but find no water. They return with their jars
unfilled; dismayed and despairing, they cover their heads.
The ground is cracked because there is no rain in the
land; the farmers are dismayed and cover their heads.
Even the doe in the field deserts her newborn fawn because there is no grass. Wild donkeys stand on the barren
heights and pant like jackals; their eyes fail for lack of
food.” Jeremiah 14:1–6 (NIV)
Jeremiah’s stark message was not one people wanted to hear. He was foretelling a coming drought that
would devastate the land and its populace. Intuitively,
all who heard his message sensed the truth of what he
was saying. It was unusually dry for this time of year
and the water levels in their cisterns were abnormally
low. Yet, the last thing they wanted to believe was that
this was a prelude to lingering drought and famine.
The people much preferred the message of the
alt-prophets. Jeremiah references these prophets in
Jeremiah 14:13 …
But I said, “Alas, Sovereign Lord! The prophets keep telling them, ‘You will not see the sword or suffer famine.
Indeed, I will give you lasting peace in this place.’”
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Unlike the unpopular truth that Jeremiah shared,
these unnamed prophets spoke that which the people
wanted to hear and believe. They told the people they
could not trust mainstream prophets like Jeremiah to
tell them the truth. They declared that what Jeremiah
offered was fake news. These alt-prophets claimed
they were the only ones that people could trust. “Don’t
believe what you hear or see, just listen to what we
say.” They assured them that the drought, if it was even
real at all, would be temporary—it was all just going to
disappear, and that peace and prosperity was coming
their way.
They assured the people there was nothing they
needed to concern themselves with. “Go on and drink
from the cisterns and water your crops. There is no reason to worry.” Perhaps the most egregious thing about
these false prophets is revealed in verse 14 …

“Therefore this is what the Lord says about the prophets
who are prophesying in my name: I did not send them, yet
they are saying, ‘No sword or famine will touch this land.’
Those same prophets will perish by sword and famine.
And the people they are prophesying to will be thrown
out into the streets of Jerusalem because of the famine
and sword. There will be no one to bury them, their wives,
their sons and their daughters. I will pour out on them the
calamity they deserve.”
Their post-truth message to the people of Jerusalem
would have a devastating effect on the alt-prophets
and those who followed them. They both would face
consequences for telling a lie and embracing the lie.
God holds those in positions of authority accountable
for their trafficking in disinformation, misinformation,
and conspiracy theories. However, He does not excuse
those who follow their deceptions. God holds people
accountable for those they choose to listen to, what they
choose to believe, and those they choose to follow.
Jeremiah 14 speaks a prophetic word into the realities of life in the 21st-century. Today’s world is perhaps

best summed up in the Oxford English Dictionary’s 2016
Word of the Year entry: post-truth. Post-truth is an
adjective “relating to circumstances in which people
respond more to feelings and personal beliefs than to
[objective] facts. In this emerging era of post-truth politics and social discourse it’s easy to cherry-pick data
and reach any conclusion you like.”1
In the post-truth world that has emerged over the
last six years, truth has been replaced by propaganda,
doctored videos, disinformation, and misinformation
often cobbled together into sensationalistic conspiracy
theories. A conspiracy theory is defined as: “A theory
that rejects the standard explanation of an event or
a set of circumstances and instead credits a sinister
covert group or organization of carrying out a secret
plot.”2 Tragically, much of the disinformation, misinformation, and conspiracy theories that are trending are
promoted by those in high positions of authority both
in government and in the church and often heavily
embraced and promoted by Christians.
Seventh-day Adventist church members seem to be
predisposed to embrace conspiracy theories. Perhaps
this predisposition is a result of the way the church approaches apocalyptic literature. Daniel and Revelation
are filled with symbols and images that point toward

Then the Lord said to me, “The prophets are prophesying
lies in my name. I have not sent them or appointed them
or spoken to them. They are prophesying to you false visions, divinations, idolatries, and the delusions of their
own minds.”
They are not giving the people alternative facts
because they believe what they are saying. They know
their alt-facts are not true and yet they peddle them
to the people anyway, because they want to draw the
people to them by telling them what they want to hear.
However, the problem with creating a post-truth world
by trafficking in disinformation, misinformation, or in
alt-facts is the consequences that leads to.

“Post-truth,” Oxford Learner’s Dictionaries, accessed June 29, 2022, https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/us/
definition/english/post-truth
1
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“Conspiracy Theory,” Dictionary.com, accessed on June 30, 2022, https://www.dictionary.com/browse/conspiracy-theory
CURRENT, 2022

19

Notice the response of God to these lying prophets,
14:15–16 …

FINDING THE TRUTH IN A
POST-TRUTH WORLD
by Kenley Hall

Jeremiah 14 begins with a dire message for those
living in Jerusalem during the reign of King Jehoiakim
(609–598 BC):
This is the word of the Lord that came to Jeremiah concerning the drought: “Judah mourns, her cities languish;
they wail for the land, and a cry goes up from Jerusalem.
The nobles send their servants for water; they go to the
cisterns but find no water. They return with their jars
unfilled; dismayed and despairing, they cover their heads.
The ground is cracked because there is no rain in the
land; the farmers are dismayed and cover their heads.
Even the doe in the field deserts her newborn fawn because there is no grass. Wild donkeys stand on the barren
heights and pant like jackals; their eyes fail for lack of
food.” Jeremiah 14:1–6 (NIV)
Jeremiah’s stark message was not one people wanted to hear. He was foretelling a coming drought that
would devastate the land and its populace. Intuitively,
all who heard his message sensed the truth of what he
was saying. It was unusually dry for this time of year
and the water levels in their cisterns were abnormally
low. Yet, the last thing they wanted to believe was that
this was a prelude to lingering drought and famine.
The people much preferred the message of the
alt-prophets. Jeremiah references these prophets in
Jeremiah 14:13 …
But I said, “Alas, Sovereign Lord! The prophets keep telling them, ‘You will not see the sword or suffer famine.
Indeed, I will give you lasting peace in this place.’”
18

Seventh-day Adventist Theological Seminary

Unlike the unpopular truth that Jeremiah shared,
these unnamed prophets spoke that which the people
wanted to hear and believe. They told the people they
could not trust mainstream prophets like Jeremiah to
tell them the truth. They declared that what Jeremiah
offered was fake news. These alt-prophets claimed
they were the only ones that people could trust. “Don’t
believe what you hear or see, just listen to what we
say.” They assured them that the drought, if it was even
real at all, would be temporary—it was all just going to
disappear, and that peace and prosperity was coming
their way.
They assured the people there was nothing they
needed to concern themselves with. “Go on and drink
from the cisterns and water your crops. There is no reason to worry.” Perhaps the most egregious thing about
these false prophets is revealed in verse 14 …

“Therefore this is what the Lord says about the prophets
who are prophesying in my name: I did not send them, yet
they are saying, ‘No sword or famine will touch this land.’
Those same prophets will perish by sword and famine.
And the people they are prophesying to will be thrown
out into the streets of Jerusalem because of the famine
and sword. There will be no one to bury them, their wives,
their sons and their daughters. I will pour out on them the
calamity they deserve.”
Their post-truth message to the people of Jerusalem
would have a devastating effect on the alt-prophets
and those who followed them. They both would face
consequences for telling a lie and embracing the lie.
God holds those in positions of authority accountable
for their trafficking in disinformation, misinformation,
and conspiracy theories. However, He does not excuse
those who follow their deceptions. God holds people
accountable for those they choose to listen to, what they
choose to believe, and those they choose to follow.
Jeremiah 14 speaks a prophetic word into the realities of life in the 21st-century. Today’s world is perhaps

best summed up in the Oxford English Dictionary’s 2016
Word of the Year entry: post-truth. Post-truth is an
adjective “relating to circumstances in which people
respond more to feelings and personal beliefs than to
[objective] facts. In this emerging era of post-truth politics and social discourse it’s easy to cherry-pick data
and reach any conclusion you like.”1
In the post-truth world that has emerged over the
last six years, truth has been replaced by propaganda,
doctored videos, disinformation, and misinformation
often cobbled together into sensationalistic conspiracy
theories. A conspiracy theory is defined as: “A theory
that rejects the standard explanation of an event or
a set of circumstances and instead credits a sinister
covert group or organization of carrying out a secret
plot.”2 Tragically, much of the disinformation, misinformation, and conspiracy theories that are trending are
promoted by those in high positions of authority both
in government and in the church and often heavily
embraced and promoted by Christians.
Seventh-day Adventist church members seem to be
predisposed to embrace conspiracy theories. Perhaps
this predisposition is a result of the way the church approaches apocalyptic literature. Daniel and Revelation
are filled with symbols and images that point toward

Then the Lord said to me, “The prophets are prophesying
lies in my name. I have not sent them or appointed them
or spoken to them. They are prophesying to you false visions, divinations, idolatries, and the delusions of their
own minds.”
They are not giving the people alternative facts
because they believe what they are saying. They know
their alt-facts are not true and yet they peddle them
to the people anyway, because they want to draw the
people to them by telling them what they want to hear.
However, the problem with creating a post-truth world
by trafficking in disinformation, misinformation, or in
alt-facts is the consequences that leads to.

“Post-truth,” Oxford Learner’s Dictionaries, accessed June 29, 2022, https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/us/
definition/english/post-truth
1

2

“Conspiracy Theory,” Dictionary.com, accessed on June 30, 2022, https://www.dictionary.com/browse/conspiracy-theory
CURRENT, 2022

19

Becoming consumed
with the latest
conspiracy theory
may pander to our
baser desire
to feel like a
unique insider.
certain nations, kingdoms, political powers, and religious institutions. It is easy to become obsessed with
all this coded language, driven by a desire to know a
special secret that not everyone knows. Research done
by Latian et al “determined that a person’s desire to
feel unique fosters their belief in conspiracy theories.
People who believe more in conspiracy theories think
they hold scarce information that other people do not
have, representing a way to feel unique.”3
The correlation between a person’s desire for
uniqueness and their belief in conspiracy theories is
why William McCall argues that: “At best, conspiracy
theories are a waste of time. At worst, they pander to
the basest elements of human nature.”4
In a church I pastored, one of my church members
came up to me one day and with pride told me they
had spent 90 hours studying Mariology. He believed
that Mariology was going to be the last-day deception
and he wanted to be able to expose it. He thought that
the 90 hours were well spent because they had given
him secret knowledge not available to others and it was
exciting to be one of the insiders.
However, biblically, the mystery to be consumed
with is not Mariology, or the Illuminati, or the pandemic, or the election steal or Jesuits, or QAnon. The
mystery to be consumed with is the mystery found in
Colossians 1:26–27:

“… the mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and
generations, but is now disclosed to the Lord’s people. To
them, God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles
the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you,
the hope of glory.”
Ellen White encourages daily contemplation on the
mystery of Jesus, particularly the closing scenes of His life:
“It would be well for us to spend a thoughtful hour each
day in contemplation of the life of Christ. We should take
it point by point, and let the imagination grasp each
scene, especially the closing ones. As we thus dwell upon
His great sacrifice for us, our confidence in Him will be
more constant, our love will be quickened, and we shall be
more deeply imbued with His spirit. If we would be saved
at last, we must learn the lesson of penitence and humiliation at the foot of the cross.” 5
In a post-truth world, there are not 90 hours or even
90 seconds to waste listening to propaganda, chasing
after conspiracy theories, and watching and sharing
doctored videos, disinformation or misinformation.
Instead, there is the need to spend, at minimum, a
thoughtful hour each day fixing our eyes on Jesus, who
is the Way, is the Truth, and is the Life. Becoming consumed with the latest conspiracy theory may pander to
our baser desire to feel like a unique insider. Being consumed with Jesus will increase our confidence in Him,
quicken our love, and more deeply imbue us with His
spirit. The key to living in a post-truth world is living in
the presence of the One who is TRUTH.

Kenley Hall, Director of Homiletics, Youth/
Young Adult Ministry & pastor of One Place.
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THE AMERICAN
VIRUS
— RACISM —
AND GOD’S
VACCINE
by Trevor O’Reggio

America is infected with a virus more deadly
than COVID-19, the virus of racism. This deadly
virus has infected and infiltrated every aspect of
American life. It cannot be treated with a vaccine
and, while COVID-19 may eventually disappear,
racism will remain with us. The sad tragedy is that
we have grown so accustomed to it, especially for
those who benefit from it, we have no desire to get
rid of it. A short excursion through American history will remind us that recent events have historical roots.
When the first group of Africans landed in
Jamestown, Virginia, in 1619, they had no idea
that their descendants would endure 244 years of
brutal slavery and that even after emancipation,
they would continue to be treated as second-class
citizens. Initially, these early Africans worked
alongside Irish indentured laborers. When it became apparent to the ruling elite that the African
laborers and Irish indentured workers could form
an alliance that would benefit them both, they
changed the laws to make a distinction between
both groups. After Nathan Beacon’s Rebellion, this
distinction moved the colony away from indentured
labor to Black slavery. Thus began the genesis
of racial slavery in the American colonies. From
then on, Blackness was identified with slavery.
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